
 

KINROSS TOWNSHIP 
ORDINANCE NUMBER 25 

 
COMMUNITY TELEVISION SYSTEM FRANCHISE 

 
Adopted: May 17, 1982 
Published: May 24, 1982 
Effective: May 27, 1982 

 
THE TOWNSHIP OF KINROSS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1. Purpose and Term of Franchise:  
 

The Township of Kinross, hereinafter called Township hereby grants to Woodside 
Cablevision, Inc., hereinafter called Company, the non-exclusive right, privilege, and 
franchise for a period of ten (10) years from the date hereof, to establish, construct, operate, 
and maintain a Cable Television System, hereinafter called CATV system, and to install 
cable and wire service to houses and buildings along, in, over and under the highways, 
streets, alleys, and public rights of way in the Township, including the placement of poles; 
to repair, replace, enlarge, and extend the same subject to ordinances, rules and regulations 
of said Township, from time to time adopted, and subject to the provisions of this 
ordinance. 
 
In adopting this Franchise, the Township did consider the full qualifications and 
performance of the Company, including the adequacy of its continuing construction 
arrangements, and approving them as part of a full public proceeding affording due 
process. 

 
Section 2. Franchise Fee:  
 

Company shall pay annually to the Township during the term of this Franchise the sum of 
Twenty-Five dollars ($25.00) a year, to be paid in advance, beginning with the first day 
after adoption and acceptance hereof, and continuing annually each year thereafter. 

 
Section 3. Service and Performance Standards:  
 

The CMV system will continue to be maintained in accordance with the technical standards 
of the Federal Communications Commission (47 C.F.R. #76.601 et sec., and amendments 
thereto), which standards Woodside Cablevision Company represents to be the highest 
standards. The Company shall maintain the CATV system in reasonable repair and working 
order. 
 
The Company shall continue to maintain with the Township a map of the Township 
showing location of its equipment on streets and alleys, and from time to time, as the 
system is increased or decreased, the company shall keep said map in a current status to 
reflect such changes. 

 
Section 4. Service Extension:  
 

Whereas the Company has installed and energized distribution cable throughout the 
Township, the CMV system as presently constructed is hereby approved. The company 
shall be required to extend CMV plant to those sections of the Township, and future 
annexations thereto, which meet the general density standard in excess of 10 single family 



 

residence connections per strand mile of cable, and shall consult with and submit to the 
Township Supervisor, a copy of plans for such extension. Density standards are subject to 
change by the Township each five (5) years of this contract. 
 
Measurement of the general density standard, for service to any area added to the present 
territorial limits of the Township during the term of this franchise, shall be from the closest 
existing point of the Company’ s CMV system. In addition: 

1) Whoever the Company shall receive a request for service from at least 10 such 
subscribers within 1056 feet of its distribution cable, it shall extend the CATV 
system to such subscribers at no cost to the subscribers for sys tem extension  other 
than the usual connection fees for all subscribers, provided that such extension is 
technically and physically feasible. The 1056 feet shall be measured in an extension 
length of the company's cable required for service located within the public way of 
easement and shall not include length of necessary service drop to the subscribers’ 
residences or premises. 

 
2) No person, firm or corporation in the company's service area, shall be arbitrarily 

refusal service. However, in unusual circumstances, such as a requirement for 
underground cable or more than 150 feet of distance from the distribution cable to 
the connection of service to subscribers or a density of loss than 10 single family 
residence connections per 1056 feet of cable system, in order that the existing 
subscribers shall be unfairly burdened, service may be made available on the basis 
of a capital contribution by the prospective subscribers to We company, including 
reimbursement for the company’s cost of materials, labor, or easements. 

 
3) If the company does not, oil its own accord, proceed to secure any necessary 

permits and build line extensions at such time as the area reaches the required 
density, the Township may request the Company to build tin plant and deliver 
CATV service however, the Company may show cause why such extension should 
not be constructed. 

 
4) The aforementioned general density standards are adopted as part of a full public 

proceeding affording due process, which included specific notice, prior to such 
adoption, of the Township’s intention to adopt a service extension policy. 

 
Section 5. Subscriber Complaints:  
 

The Company shall maintain an office or agent, within the Township or at a location where 
subscribers may call without incurring added message or toll charges, so that CATV 
maintenance service shall be promptly available to subscribers. 
 
The company shall attempt to resolve any complaints concerning the CATV operation and 
expeditiously as possible. Should a subscriber have any unresolved complaint regarding 
quality of service, equipment malfunctions, or similar matters remaining thirty days after 
lodging such a complaint with the company, the subscriber shall be entitled to file a 
complaint with the Township Clerk, who has primary responsibility for die continuing 
administration of this Franchise and procedures for resolving complaints. 
 



 

Thereafter, the subscriber shall be authorized to meet jointly with a representative of the 
Township and a representative of the Company to fully discuss and resolve such matters. 
The Company shall notify each subscriber of the procedures for reporting and resolving 
such complaints at the tine of initial subscription to the service of the Company. 

 
Section 6. Indemnification of Township:  
 

The Company shall, so long as it shall operate its CMV system in the Township, protect 
and save harmless the Township from any and all costs, loss, or damage of every kind, 
nature, or description which the ‘Township may at any tine suffer by reason of the erection, 
maintenance, and operation of the CMV system or any part thereof, said loss, cost, or 
damage to be determined by the judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction; provided 
further, that Company shall furnish the Township a certificate of insurance that it is 
protected by liability insurance issued by an insurance company, authorized to do business 
in the State of Michigan, against claims for property damage in the amount of $100, 000 
for any one accident, and for personal injuries in the amount of $300,000 for personal 
injury to any one person, and $1,000,000 for all personal injuries resulting from any one 
accident. 

 
Section 7. Other Business Activity:  
 

The Company shall not perform any television set repair or maintenance work on sets 
owned by others, or in any sell or service such sets or recommend sale or service by others, 
except as is related to or in connection with, CMV, installation. 

 
Section 8. Assignment of Franchise:  
 

The rights granted hereunder shall not be transferred by the Company without the prior 
written approval of the Township. Such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

 
Section 9. Availability of Records:  
 

The books of accounts of the Company shall be available to the Township at all reasonable 
times. 

 
Section 10: Subscriber and Installation Fees:  
 

The rates for cable television service initially shall be nine dollars ($9.00) for basic 
monthly service, utilizing a single hook-up. For second and subsequent additional outlets, 
the rates shall be an additional one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50). The rates for premium 
service shall be as required by the programs available for broadcast, however, the 
maximum monthly rate will wt exceed thirty dollars ($30. 00) for any combined service. 
The Maximum look-up charge shall be twenty five dollars ($25.00) for first hook-up and 
for second or subsequent hook-up in the same unit, a maximum charge of ten dollars ($10. 
00), and the charge for premium hook-up will be a maximum of eighteen dollars ($18.00), 
subject to Section 4, subpart (2) herein. Such rates shall remain available at all times, 
subject to the prescribed conditions. 
 
Any rate increase shall not become effective until approved by the Township Board after 
application is made by the company. The Township shall within sixty (60) days after being 



petitioned for a rate increase, make a decision on the petition. Such rate increases shall not 
be unreasonably withheld. 
 

 



The Company shall be authorized to charge, in addition to its schedule of charges 
for subscriber service, a fee of fifty (50) cents per month, up to the percentage 
equal to prime rate of lending, for delinquent accounts, but in no case more than 
the law allows. An account becomes delinquent thirty days after a statement 
therefore is rendered and remains unpaid. 

 
Section 11. Termination by the Company:  
 

In the event the CATV system is abandoned or discontinued by the Company, the 
Company shall remove all its facilities and equipment at no expense to the 
Township and shall notify the Township two months in advance of termination of 
service. 

 
Section 12. Termination by the Township:  
 

The Township shall not revoke this authorization without cause, such as misuse, 
non-use, or failure to comply with the provisions of this Franchise or any 
ordinance rule of regulation of this Township. 

 
Section 13. Taxes.  
 

No payments herein provided from the Company to the Township shall be 
considered to be in lieu of taxes that might otherwise be assessed against the 
Company. 

 
Section 14. Streets Changes by the Township:  
 

In the event the Township at any time during the period of this Franchise, shall 
make changes in its highways, streets, and alleys, and other public places, 
necessitating the removing or replacements of Company’ s CATV system, the 
Company shall so remove or replace its system at its own expense, upon being 
given reasonable notice thereof by the Township. 

 
Section 15. Company rules, Interruption of Service:  
 

The Company shall have the authority to promulgate rules, regulations, terms and 
conditions governing the conduct of its business as shall be reasonably necessary 
to enable the Company to exercise its rights and perform its obligations under this 
Franchise, and to assure an uninterrupted service to each and all of its subscribers, 
provided, however, that such rules, regulations, and terms shall be filed with the 
Township Clerk and approved by the Township Board from time to time before 
the same can become affective. 
 
Whenever it is necessary to shut off or interrupt service for the purpose of making 
repairs, adjustments, or installations, the Company shall do such work at times as 
will cause the least amount of inconvenience to its subscribers, and unless such 

 



interruption is unavoidable and immediately necessary, it shall give reasonable 
notice thereof to its subscribers. 

 
Section 16. Nondiscrimination of Charges:  
 

The Company shall not, as to rates, charges service facilities, rules, regulations, or 
in any other respect, make or grant preference or advantage to any person, nor 
subject any person to any prejudice or disadvantage, provided however, that 
nothing in this Franchise shall be deemed to prohibit the establishment of free of 
charge, or reduced charge service to public or private educational institutions, 
hospitals, eleemosynary institutions, prisons, and such public buildings as fire 
stations, police stations, or Township Jail. 

 
Section 17. Save Harmless Clause:  
 

The Company shall save the Township harmless from all loss sustained by the 
Township on account of any suit, judgment, execution, claim, or demand 
whatsoever resulting from a dispute over programming and use of copyright 
material. The Township shall notify the Company within thirty (30) days after the 
presentation of any claim or demand, either by any suit or otherwise, nude against 
the Township on account of any improper or illegal program origination or 
duplication or wrongful use of copyright material as aforesaid on the part of the 
company. 

 
Section 18. Unlawful. Use:  
 

From and after the effective date of this Franchise, it shall be unlawful for any 
person to construct, install, or maintain within any public street in the Townshij4, 
or within any other public property of the township which has not yet become a 
public street, but is designated or delineated as a proposed public street on any 
tentative subdivision map approved by the Township, any equipment or facilities 
for receiving closed circuit CATV programming and/or distributing any television 
signals or radio signals through a closed circuit system, unless a franchise 
authorizing use of such street or property or area has First been obtained, and 
unless such franchise is in full force and effect. 
 
It shall ‘be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to make any 
unauthorized connection, whether physically electrically, or acoustically, within 
this Township for the purpose of enabling himself or others to receive any 
television signal, radio signal, picture, program or sound not normally received by 
the television or radio in the service area served by the CATV system without 
payment to the opera tar of the aforementioned system. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person, without the consent of the other to willfully 
tamper with, remove, or injure any cables, wires, or equipment used for 

 



distribution of television signals, radio signals, pictures, programs, or sounds 
through the CATV system. 
 
Any person violating or failing to comply with any of the above provisions shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and for each day of violation or failure to comply, 
may be punished by a fine, not to exceed $100.00 per day. 

 
 
Section 19. Changes in Federal Regulations:  
 

Any modification in the provisions of Section 76.31 Franchise Standards of the 
Federal Communication Commission’s Rules and Regulations (47 C.F.R. Sec. 
76.31) resulting from amendment by the Commission, shall be automatically 
incorporated into this Franchise, if the same is legally applicable, as soon as such 
modifications shall become effective under said Commission rules, and shall 
become effective as a provision of this Franchise not later than one (1) year of the 
adoption of the modification or at the time of renewal of this Franchise, 
whichever shall occur first. This provision by said Commission in any form of 
competent jurisdiction. The Company shall provide the Township with notice of 
any such modification of Commission Rules and Regulations as same are made 
known to it. 

 
Section 20. Effective Date:  
 

This Ordinance shall take effect within ten days from the date of its passage. 
Publication shall be made within one week of the Ordinance’s adoption. 
Thereafter, the Franchise shall continue for the period of time hereinabove 
specified. 
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