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Fun ride and safe snowmobile trails in Kinross 

Kinross, Michigan, January 9, 2006  – Kinross Charter Township has applied for and 
received a $90,000 grant from the Department of Natural Resources to purchase a new 
Tucker snowmobile groomer. Kinross Charter Township has received the new Tucker 
snow groomer just in time for the snowmobile season. The new groomer will allow for a 
better, safer ride.  

In addition to the new groomer, Kinross Police Department has hired a part time officer 
who will be responsible for patrolling the 38 miles of trail in the Kinross area. This 
position is grant funded through the State of Michigan. When asked to comment of the 
safety issue Chief Joe Micolo said “I am very concerned that we keep the trails safe. We 
have had two deaths on the trails in eastern Upper Peninsula already this season and we 
must do all we can to prevent any further accidents.”  

Kinross Township is also participating in a new Chippewa County Emergency Services 
program designed to assist emergency personnel locate snowmobile accidents.  The 
program places emergency trail locator signs along snowmobile trails.  When a rider 
comes upon an accident they can relate the location sign number to the emergency 
dispatcher allowing rescue crews to locate and reach the victims faster.  This program 
will cover Chippewa, Mackinac and Luce counties. 
 
The new groomer was purchased utilizing a combination of funds including the $90,000 
grant from the Department of Natural Resources and some local township funds. The 
Equipment replacement grant is awarded to current grant sponsors who meet the DNR’s 
criteria and submit substantiating information. “We’ve done a lot of work to bring our 
snowmobile trails system into physical and administrative compliance” said Joe 
Paczkowski, Deputy Supervisor of Kinross Township. “Our trail grooming volunteers are 
the best. They put their heart and soul into the program.”  

The snowmobile trail grant program provides funds for trail maintenance and 
improvement projects, which are performed by 31 U.P. snowmobile clubs on more than 
3,000 miles of trail. The projects include trail widening, culvert installation, trail grading 
and bridge replacement and repair. Funds for these projects come from several sources 
with a majority coming from snowmobilers themselves paying for a snowmobile trail 
permit required to use the designated trail system.  

http://www.kinross.net/


“With the addition of the new Tucker, we now have sufficient equipment to do the best 
job possible, keeping the 38 miles of Kinross area trails in peak condition.” Said Jason 
Oberle, Supervisor. “Some of our area businesses rely on snowmobile tourism in the 
winter season and many Kinross residents take advantage of our trails. This program is 
important to Kinross.”  
 
The Kinross Snowmobile Trails program information can be accessed online at 
http://www.kinross.net/snowmobile this site provides a wide variety of information on 
the Snowmobile trails system including the 38 miles of trails in the Kinross area. 
Additionally, interested persons can purchase trail maps of all the trails in the Eastern 
Upper Peninsula through the online form for $3.00. The maps are produced by the 
Eastern Upper Peninsula Snowmobile Council http://www.snowmobileeup.org of which 
Kinross Township is a member. 
 
 


