KINROSS CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING
March 12, 2007
4484 W. Curtis Street

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Rick Southwell, Chair 
Wes Jourden, Vice Chair 
Brenda Case, Secretary 
Ed DeWitt

Marv Chappa 
Rick Jones
Dale Betlem

Chair Southwell called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.

#1 MOVED:
by Wes Jourden, supported by Marv Chappa to approve the agenda. Motion 


carried.

#2 MOVED:
by Marv Chappa, supported by Wes Jourden to approve the minutes of the 


February 12, 2007 meeting as read. Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
None 
NEW BUSINESS:

HOME OCCUPATION PERMITS (AND APPLICATIONS)

We discussed the varied type of businesses and/or occupations currently being operated in various homes - both inside and outside of the Special Assessment District. The current Home Occupation Permit does or does not apply in many cases. Some of the home based income producing areas are: Avon, Tupperware, the various catalog sales done via "home parties" - candle, micro-fibre, etc. Also we have day care operations, computer repair, web designs, auto repairs, etc. The current HOP (Home Occupation Permit) by definition specifically defines a Home Occupation as a gainful occupation conducted by members of the family only, within its' place of residence; provided that the area used (space) is incidental to residential use and that no article is sold or offered for sale except those produced by such home occupation.
Such use shall not occupy more than 25% of the ground floor of the dwelling unit and no accessory building shall be used in the home occupation.

The above review helped us identify some flaws in the current HOP.

1) The fact that the product has to be actually produced by the applicant only ( no employees). 
2) No accessory buildings are allowed.

3) Businesses existing prior to 1999 are not covered.

4) We need to revisit ordinances to work on definitions, try to figure out how to separate the rural and/or higher density areas.

5) Verify or re-write to be able to actually enforce compliance/non-compliance. 
6) Re-think the accessory building clause.
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7) Retail sales and storage of materials used in a home occupation. 
8) Signs.

9) Possible reduce the size of the actual HOP Application.
Chair Southwell encouraged each member to research and bring their findings on how best to address our HOP to our next meeting.

Wes Jourden left at 7:45 p.m.

Recess 
7:50 p.m. 

Reconvene 
8:00 p.m.

BY-LAWS:

There is no provision as to excused or non-excused absences by members. Some members leave  early. Brenda Case suggested that they should receive only one-half the per diem pay. 
#3 MOVED:
by Dale Betlem, supported by Brenda Case to allow our executive 



members (Chair, Vice-Chair & Secretary) do a majority win vote on 


excusing absences determination of half-pay for those leaving the meeting 


early. The vote was tied, 3 yeah and 3 nay, Motion DEFEATED.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:

We plan on continuing with the Public Meeting on April 9", 2007, at 7:00 p.m., starting our regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Brenda is to verify with Supervisor Oberle that he will present the power point presentation and procure a purchase order for refreshment. It is also getting near to the point where we will need advice from perhaps the Regional Planner. Soon Cynthia Oliver will not be very busy with her other duties and will return to help us actually determine who, what or where our next steps will be.

RE: the letter from Supervisor Oberle requesting in writing the Planning Commission's input on the Re-Zoning of Properties Township-Wide based upon discussion of the Township Board dated 1/03/07. Brenda asked what reply she should send to Supervisor Oberle. The ensuing discussion resolved that addressing zoning issues will be done with the Master Plan.

We reviewed the Township Board Meeting Minutes, the Budget Report, the MTA papers, the DOT Sign & Letter size compliance notice and the Hand-Out from Supervisor re: Proposed Changes to the Fairgrounds. As the Fairground Plans were just received, this will be tabled until our next regular meeting so each member can study it's contents.

#4MOVED: by Marv Chappa, supported by Brenda Case to adjourn. Motion Carried.



Meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. to meet again on April 9`", 2007, at 6:30 p.m.

Brenda Case, Secretary

