
KINROSS CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING 
 

October 12, 2009       4884 W. Curtis St. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT      MEMBERS ABSENT 
Ron Munro, Chair       Mark Howland 
Herman Calkins, Vice Chair      David Gaines 
Leo Wiley, Secretary 
Brenda Case, Trustee 
Rick Bernhardt 
 
 
Also, present Cynthia Oliver, Trustee DeWitt, Deputy Supervisor Johnson, Treasurer Munro, and 
Judy Wright.  Attendance 1 
 
Chair Munro called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  Case led the Pledge of Allegiance.  A 
moment of silence in honor of Sergeant Christopher Griffin was observed. 
 
#1 MOVED: by Case, second by Calkins, to approve the October 12, 2009, meeting agenda as 

amended to include discussions of the budget and street name change.  Motion 
carried. 

 
#2 MOVED: by Bernhardt, second by Wiley, to accept the September 14, 2009, meeting 

minutes as written.  Motion carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
To date we have received no comments on the Master Plan. 
 
There is nothing in Pickford Township’s Master Plan that appears to conflict with Kinross 
Charter Township’s Master Plan. 
 
It has been determined that Chippewa County Building Department issued a building permit to 
the Lions Club for renovations to their building at the fairgrounds after the Township Supervisor 
approved the zoning portion of their application. 
 
Chair Munro stated that an ordinance needs to be created that defines the responsibilities of an 
Ordinance Enforcement Officer.  Issues such as whether violations are civil or criminal 
infractions and collection of monies for fines also need to be resolved. 
 
The question was asked as to why there was a need for a commercial truck route ordinance.  
Costs associated with repairing roads, repairing sewer lines, and tractor trailers driving through  
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and parking in the densely populated housing area were a few of the reasons cited by 
commissioners for the development of the ordinance.  The commissioners discussed at length the 
changes needed in the proposed Commercial Truck Route Ordinance #1.130.     
 
#3 MOVED:  by Calkins, second by Wiley, to add the following roads to Commercial Truck 

Route Ordinance #1.130:  Wilson Road, Ploegstra Road, Fair Road, and Johnson 
Road.  Motion carried with one no vote. 

 
#4 MOVED:  by Calkins, second by Bernhardt, to ask that the Clerk’s office to post a public 

hearing for the home occupation section of the Zoning Ordinance #1.100 
(Section 3.13) 20 days before November 9, 2009, the next regularly scheduled 
Planning Commission meeting.   Motion carried. 

 
#5 MOVED:  by Bernhardt, second by Calkins, to recommend that the Township Board 

move forward with public hearings as required for the enactment of the 
Combined Water/Sewer Ordinance.  Motion carried. 

 
Deputy Supervisor Johnson explained that she believes that the Township needs an Abandoned 
Residential Property Ordinance and/or a Blight Ordinance to help maintain the character and 
esthetics of the community in the wake of the escalating number of foreclosures.  Financial 
institutions holding the property, once it is abandoned, need to be notified before the end of the 
redemption period so that they are able to clean up and maintain the property until it is sold.  
This issue will be discussed in more detail at the November meeting. 
 
Roy Wright, representing Auto Salvage Auction, Inc., informed the commission that there had 
been a typographical error in completion of their application.  The intent was to apply for a class 
G (Vehicle Salvage Pool) license, not a class D (broker) license.  The commissioners saw no 
reason to deny Auto Salvage Auction, Inc.’s application for the special use permit as it was not a 
change from the previous use granted for the parcel. 
 
Mention was made that the Commission’s budget may have to be trimmed for the upcoming 
fiscal year due to revenue sharing cuts by the State of Michigan.  Wright will supply a copy of 
the most current year-to-date budget report for the November meeting. 
 
#6 MOVED:  by Wiley, second by Calkins, to support the Township Board’s action renaming 

Market Place to Griffin Way in honor of Specialist Christopher Griffin.  Motion 
carried.  

 
Chair Munro reported about the information that he gathered at the annual Michigan Association 
of Planning conference.  He stated that there is a law at the State level that deals with antique 
vehicles that could conflict with the Township’s junk vehicle ordinance.  The right-to-farm act is 
being applied differently than in the past.  Clarity is more important than being brief when 
developing an ordinance.  Wind power generation was portrayed as a very lucrative activity. 
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Comment was made that the commission may want to consider workshops to discuss the budget 
and ordinances. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
 
 
      
Leo Wiley, Secretary 
 
Minutes prepared by Judy Wright 
 
 


