
KINROSS CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

May 10, 2010       4884 W. Curtis St. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT      MEMBERS ABSENT 
Ron Munro, Chair       David Gaines 
Herman Calkins, Vice Chair      Mark Howland   
Gerda Frimberger, Secretary       
Brenda Case, Trustee 
Rick Bernhardt 
 
 
Also, present Treasurer Munro, Richard Oliver, and Judy Wright.   Attendance 0 
 
Chair Munro called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  Calkins led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Commissioners Bernhardt, Calkins, and Case were sworn in by Chairman Munro. 
 
#1 MOVED: by Calkins, second by Frimberger, to approve the May 10, 2010, meeting agenda with 

the addition of a number of discussion items.  Motion carried. 
 
#2 MOVED: by Bernhardt, second by Calkins, to accept the April 12, 2010, meeting minutes as 

written.  Motion carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
#3 MOVED:  by Calkins, second by Frimberger, to approve adding the Zoning & Building permit 

guide to the building packets with the addition of information on land divisions.  
Motion carried. 

 
The Commissioners broadly discussed a number of the active ordinances with relation to the need to 
revise all to reflect the civil infraction status established by the adoption of Ordinance #1.132 in 
February 2010. Several items are to be researched by the members and discussed at length at the 
future meeting.  Included are: 

o Sign Ordinance #1.128 
o Solid Waste Collection – Unofficial Ordinance #1.116 
o Zoning Ordinance #1.100 – specifically section 3.19, Item 6 “Veterinary Hospitals, 

Kennels, Pets and Other Animals” 
o Form based zoning code 
o Prioritization of active ordinances for review and revision 

 
 
There was a brief discussion of the expiration of the terms of office of the existing Commissioners.  
Terms expire in May as follows:  Munro-2010, Howland-2010, Bernhardt-2011, Frimberger-2011, 
Gaines-2012, Calkins-2012, and Case (as Board representative)-Nov. 2012.  Because two members’  
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terms expire this month, it was the majority opinion that officers would not be elected at this time as 
new appointees should be afforded the opportunity to serve.  The question of whether the number of 
members on the Commission should be reduced to five was discussed.  The positives of this action 
included fiscal responsibility and fewer members would require fewer people for a quorum. The 
primary negative comment was that fewer members would limit the variety of experience and 
opinions that would be brought to discussions. 
 
#4 MOVED:  by Bernhardt, second by Calkins, to recommend that the Township Board approve 

the appointment or re-appointment of two members to the Planning Commission 
so that officers can be elected in compliance with the established bylaws of the 
Commission.  Motion carried. 

 
It was mentioned that once the ordinances have been revised they should be reviewed by an attorney 
to insure compliance with changes in the law. 
 
The ongoing discussion of the Capital Improvement Plan yielded some of these comments:  
Virtually all maintenance, above the $10,000 threshold set by the Board, done on the water/sewer 
system could be interpreted as capital improvements.  Do we want to delay necessary repairs to vital 
systems just to say “yes” at a meeting?  The role of the Commission should be to insure that capital 
improvements conform to the land use plan, do not conflict with future projects in the Master Plan, 
and that there are no unresolved funding issues.  Interpretation of the requirements of a Capital 
Improvement Plan can be quite strict or more liberal at the discretion of the Township Board. 
 
During a discussion of open channels of communication amongst the members and Township staff it 
was stated that any member can ask for an item to be put on the agenda by simply responding to the 
email sent prior to the setting of the agenda.  Additionally, background information that would be 
helpful in making decisions about issues should be made available so that staff personnel can copy it 
to all members in their packet prior to the meeting.   
 
Commissioners Bernhardt, Calkins, and Frimberger requested to be registered for the Michigan 
Association of Planning “Planning & Zoning Essentials” seminar in Sault Ste. Marie on June 17, 
2010.  Staff members will take care of this. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 None 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
 
 
 
      
Gerda Frimberger, Secretary 
 
Minutes prepared by Judy Wright 


