
KINROSS CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

 
December 13, 2010            4884 W. Curtis St. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT      MEMBERS ABSENT 
David Gaines, Chairman 
Herman Calkins, Vice Chair  
Gerda Frimberger, Secretary  
Rick Bernhardt 
Brenda Case, Trustee 
 
Also, present Judy Wright.   Attendance 11 
 
Chairman Gaines called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
#1 MOVED: by Calkins, second by Case, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
#2 MOVED: by Case, second by Calkins, to approve the minutes of November 22, 2010 as 

written.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 We need more street lights in the housing area.  The Road Advisory Committee will be 
investigating this issue in the near future. 
 
A discussion of the budget worksheet resulted in the Commission agreeing to submit to the 
Township Board a recommended budget of $22,500.00 with a shift of $500.00 from Consultant 
Fees (400-801.000) to Publishing (400-900.000). 
 
Reviewing Ordinances brought to light the following suggested revisions: 
 Ordinance #1.107-Section 3-Instead of publishing fees within the ordinance change it to 
read that the Township Board may set fees by resolution. In Section 8 Recommend that penalties 
be changed to civil infractions. 
 Ordinance #1.109-Ask that the Police Department comment about necessary updates 
and recommend that penalties be changed to civil infractions. 
 Ordinance 1.110-In the third paragraph of Section 4 change “Receptacles must be placed 
at curbside no earlier than 5:00 am on the day of collection” to “Receptacles must be placed at 
curbside no earlier than 7:00 pm on the day before collection”.  In Section 10 recommend that 
penalties be changed to civil infractions and determine whether the second paragraph referring to 
litter gathering as a substitution for fines could be incorporated into the civil infractions 
penalties. 
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7:00 PM Public Comment Meeting Opened 
Residents’ comments regarding the Medical Marihuana Act and the need for an Ordinance 
included the following: 
 

• I would suggest that the moratorium be extended until some clarification 
of the law is forthcoming. 

• We should be more concerned about who has access to plants. 
• Prosecutors can make their own decisions about what is a violation. 
• What about minors in a secured growing area? 
• We have to realize that the Act did not make marihuana legal; it only 

decriminalized the possession by qualified persons. 
• Could we limit the number of caregivers per parcel? 
• How would you address someone wanting to open a cooperative in the 

commercial district? 
• What about free distribution? 
• It took 40 years to regulate alcohol.  This will not be resolved in a short 

time. 
• Caregivers should be limited to where they could grow.  There is money 

exchanged for products/services.  It should be considered a commercial 
enterprise. 

• We do not believe that the Township can regulate where a patient can 
grow. 

• Having public discussion is well and good, but minimal 
involvement/regulation at this point would be a better idea than putting 
ordinances on the books that would have to be repealed later. 

• Rest assured the passage of MMA will cause a major industry to evolve in 
Michigan. 

• It is a smart idea to regulate the “business” activity in the residential area. 
• I don’t want it in my neighborhood. 
• Could you amend the home occupation definition to include a growing 

operation by a caregiver? 
• I have a problem with defining an illegal activity as an acceptable home 

business. 
• Many people voted for the act believing that the State would have 

regulations/guidelines in place for local governments to follow. 
• It is very important for the Township to be able to prove that any 

ordinance is reasonable and that public opinion was taken into 
consideration in its development and implementation. 

• If necessary we will ask that the Board extend the moratorium an 
additional six months before an ordinance is put into effect. 

• I think everyone understands that this act is just the first step to legalizing 
marihuana. 

•  
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• By the government regulating and/or taxing this activity it could ease 
some budget issues for both government and its citizens. 

• The Commission requested that anyone in attendance, who was not comfortable 
speaking tonight, to submit comments and questions by phone, e-mail or in 
writing and to ask their friends and neighbors who did not attend to also do the 
same. 

• A file will be created for reference to be used for future meetings and discussion 
before an ordinance is drafted. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
      
Gerda Frimberger, Secretary 
 
Minutes prepared by Judy Wright 


